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CONTACT

introducing students & their families to the transformative power of live
theatre & the arts.
training young performers in all areas of theatre: singing, acting, dancing,
writing, design, directing, and stage management.
nurturing the next generation of artists to be free-thinking, open-minded, risk-
taking artists who use their awareness of their community, society, and world
to create thought-provoking and challenging works of art to promote social
change.

Des Moines Young Artists' Theatre is a nonprofit organization committed to:

Students are capable of far more than society assumes.
 Students are capable of teaching just as much as they are able to be taught.
 Every young person, regardless of background or experience, deserves the
opportunity to participate on and off the stage.
 When they are with us, they are not kids. They are artists and students. Neither
the quality of art nor the education standard should be sacrificed for the
other's gain.
 Students and theatre can change the world and improve our community.
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DIRECTOR'S NOTE
On the surface, this play is about a girl who connects with
her sister’s memories through playing a game. But that is
just one small peek into the lessons hidden throughout this
story. I was first drawn to this play right after I started playing
Dungeons & Dragons myself (a quarantine hobby I had 
 recently acquired) and was drawn in by the beautiful but
heavy themes of this show. 

It discusses grief, bullying, LGBTQ+ issues, empathy, and
more. But it is so perfectly balanced by fantasy battles,
hilarious characters and a connection to our past, present,
and future that I knew I had to tell this story. 

The journey Agnes starts on is nothing like what she thought
it would be. By the end, she accomplishes things she could 
 never have imagined and finds a part of herself she didn’t
know was there. 

I am hoping that you, the audience, find yourselves thinking
about how our lives have changed in the past year. It’s felt
like another world, to say the least, and it’s hard to see the
path ahead. Joy comes in those moments in between that
remind us we are human and that there is hope on the
horizon. Just like Agnes, we must find the courage to fight
our own monsters. 

So let’s pull out our swords and roll the dice! 

-Stephanie Schneider
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Tilly..........................................................................................ISABELLE BAKER*
Agnes........................................................................................MAGGIE WISE*
Chuck.......................................................................................MAR FEITELSON
Vera.......................................................................................TATUM GLODEN*
Miles..............................................................................................LEVI COOPER
Kaliope/Kelly.................................................................................EVIE SMITH
Lilith/Lilly........................................................................................ALEENA LEE*
Orcus/Ronnie...................................................................OWEN NICOLINO
The Great Mage Steve..................................................GRANT GUITER*
Farrah the Faerie...............................................................LARS OREDSON
Evil Tina....................................................................................STELLA HOGAN
Evil Gabbi...................................................................MADELLINE DE MEYER

Alex Lindsley for lending his filming equipment to our production.
Jessica McKinney for taking promotional photos.
Tony Tandeski for many, many hours of video editing!

Director....................................................................STEPHANIE SCHNEIDER
Assistant Director.............................................................TONY TANDESKI
Stage Manager...................................................................RACHEL MEYER
Production Designer.......................................NICHOLAS AMUNDSON
Sound Designer.........................................................MEREDITH TOEBBEN

*DMYAT Debut



THE ARTISTS
ISABELLE BAKER (Tilly) is making her DMYAT debut! A
seventh grader at Urbandale Middle School, Isabelle is
involved in many activities including Swim Team, Dance,
Soccer, Volleyball, Piano, Saxophone, and Show Choir. She
has performed in several productions at the Des Moines
Playhouse and Urbandale Community Theatre including:
Little House Christmas (Laura Ingalls Wilder), Billy Elliot
(Susan Parks), Mary Poppins Jr (Bert), and Annie
(Tessie). 

LEVI COOPER (Miles) is a tenth grader at Carlisle High
School. He recently appeared in DMYAT’s Duets and in 13
the Musical (ensemble). Levi has performed in Once on
this Island Jr (Papa ge), A Christmas Story (ensemble),
and Elf (Buddy) at Carlisle High School and Des Moines
Playhouse. Activities he enjoys are band, debate, biking,
and hiking. An interesting fact about him is he likes to
share his knowledge about music because it helps
people in more ways that one thinks. 

MAR FEITELSON (Chuck) is no stranger to the DMYAT
stage! Mar, a ninth grader at Valley Southwoods
Freshman High School, was last seen in 13 the Musical
(Eddie), School of Rock (Madison), and The Boy at the
Edge of Everything (Simon.) Other credits include Fun
Home (Small Alison), Nature of the Dream (the Boy), and
Two Steps to the Left. He enjoys drumming, guitar,
basketball, singing, and skateboarding. Mar admires how
empathic people are in understanding his true self.

TATUM GLODEN (Vera) is making their DMYAT debut!
Tatum is a ninth grader at Roosevelt High School. Some of
their theatre credits include Mary Poppins Jr (Von
Hustler/ Ensemble), James the Giant Peach (Reporter/
Ensemble), and BFG (BFG) at the Des Moines Playhouse.
Tatum enjoys singing, dancing, writing songs and poetry,
painting, drawing, boxing, and running. She loves her
family, dogs, and says her friends are everything to her. 

MADELLINE DE MEYER (Evil Gabbi) is a sixth Grader at
Brody Middle School. This is Madelline's third DMYAT
production, having previously appeared in I Never Saw
Another Butterfly (ensemble) and Suessical Jr
(ensemble.) She enjoys crocheting and likes to surround
herself with people who view the world in many different
ways. 
 

GRANT GUITER (The Great Mage Steve) is a seventh
grader at Summit Middle School and is making his DMYAT
debut! He has performed at a variety of venues and
credits include Paradise Junction (Joe), Oklahoma!
(Fred), A Christmas Story (Schwartz), Snow White (The
Prince), and History of the 7 Dwarfs (Biff.) Grant enjoys
video games, guitar, and making people laugh. He
admires those who are nice to one another. 



ALEENA LEE (Lilith/Lilly) is making her debut at DMYAT! She
has done several shows at Valley High School and went to
All State Speech in 2019 for group mime. She likes
gardening and drawing. Aleena loves to help people and
believes in being a true friend to people. She would like to
thank Jackie Boardman for helping her get into theatre. “ I
hope someday the World sees the star that you are, and
you get to shine brighter than ever before.”

STELLA HOGAN (Evil Tina) is a seventh grader at
Urbandale Middle School. She is no stranger to DMYAT,
having previously appeared in DMYAT's spring break
workshop Frozen Jr (Olaf) and its fall 2019 production of
Suessical Jr. (Fish/Who). Stella enjoys roller skating,
writing, watching movies and television, and smelling
soaps. One thing she admires about others is
trustworthiness. 

OWEN NICOLINO (Orcus/Ronnie) is a tenth grader at
Roosevelt High School and excited to be returning to the
DMYAT stage! Some of his credits include Treasure Isalnd
(Job Anterson), Legally Blonde (ensemble), Boy at the
Edge (Micahel), into the Woods (Wolf), Suessical Jr
(Who), and 13 the Musical. Owen enjoys reading, video
games, polymer clay art, Dungeons and Dragons (DND),
and comics. One thing he is especially proud of is his
voice impressions. 

LARS OREDSON (Farrah the Faerie) is excited to return to
DMYAT! They were last seen performing in Seussical the
Musical Jr (Vlad Vladikoff) and Boy at the Edge of
Everything (Boy). They have also performed in Alice in
Wonderland (White Rabbit) at a Des Moines Playhouse
camp. Lars enjoys video games, creative thinking, theatre,
and maps. One authentic fact about Lars is that they
have a passion for performing arts and embrace their
“awkwardness.”

MAGGIE WISE (Agnes) is making her DMYAT debut!
Margaret has made several appearances on stage at the
Des Moines Playhouse including: 100th Anniversary
Celebration (ensemble), Mary Poppins Jr (Mrs. Brill), and
The Grunch (Grunch.) She enjoys reading, singing, writing,
baking, sketching, and decorating cakes and cookies.
Margaret admires people aren’t afraid to be their
authentic selves, despite what other think. She would like
to thank her family for all their support. 

EVIE SMITH (Kaliope/Kelly) is excited to be returning to the
DMYAT stage! She was last seen in Suessical Jr
(Wickersham Brother), but has many other theatre credits
including Lion King Jr. (Zazu), Dear Edwina (Lars & Katie),
the Big One (Oh! Mrs. Cleveland), and Peter Pan Jr.
(Wendy and Young Jane). Evie is in seventh grade and
enjoys reading, writing, dancing, jazz band, singing,
crafting, and gaming. She also has a guinea pig named
Rufus T. Pigwidgeon.



STEPHANIE SCHNEIDER (Director) is making her full directing debut at DMYAT.
She has done intimacy direction for Singin’ in the Rain and I and You at the
Des Moines Community Playhouse and is passionate about bringing intimacy
direction to the theatre community in Des Moines. Stephanie is also a
performer. Recent credits include Singin’ in the Rain(Kathy) and A Christmas
Story(Miss Shields) at the Des Moines Community Playhouse. Represented by
the Peak Agency, she works in film, improv, and voice-over as well. When not
performing, you can find her reading, nerding-out on Star Wars, spending
time outdoors, and yes, playing Dungeons and Dragons! She would like to
thank her incredible She Kills Monsters production team and DMYAT for
helping her bring this story to life. A thank you to her friends and family for
their excitement and support!

TONY  TANDESKI (Assistant Director) This is Tony’s debut project with DMYAT.
He has previously worked on and off stage at other theatres in the area
including Ankeny Community Theatre, The Des Moines Playhouse, and
Urbandale Community Theatre. Some of his most recent projects include
Annie (Assistant Director), Kiss Me Kate (Assistant Director), and Best
Christmas Pageant Ever (Bob Bradley). He also serves as the Marketing &
Communications Chair on the Urbandale Community Theatre board of
directors and volunteers on the Cloris Awards advisory committee. When not
participating in theatre, Tony works as a web analyst at DHI Group and is the
owner of The Rook Room board game pop-up business. He’s also a proud
Drake University alum and serves on the Central Iowa Regional Alumni Board.
In his free time, Tony enjoys traveling, spending time outdoors, writing, and, of
course, playing board games and Dungeons & Dragons. He would like to
thank DMYAT, the production team, and the cast for this exceptionally fun and
nerdy opportunity as well as his friends and family for putting up with his
ridiculous schedule.

NICHOLAS  AMUNDSON (Production Designer) has his BFA in Theater Design
from the University of South Dakota. Romeo and Juliet was his first production
with the Des Moines Young Artists' Theater; he has also worked on many other
DMYAT shows including The Hobbit and James and the Giant Peach Jr. For
the past few years you probably have seen a lot of his work at the Des Moines
Community Playhouse, such as Elf the Musical, Catch Me If You Can, and
Silent Sky. In 2019, he won the Cloris Award for Best Scenic Design for Ella
Enchanted. He has been nominated many other times for both Best Scenic
Design (Silent Sky, Ragtime, Young Frankenstein) as well as Best Costume
and Makeup Design (Rocky Horror Picture Show, The Wizard of Oz).

RACHEL MEYER (Stage Manager) is excited to make her DMYAT stage
managing debut with She Kills Monsters! She has appeared in Des Moines
Playhouse shows such as “Billy Elliot” (Mrs Wilkerson) and “Into the Woods”
(Cinderella’s Stepmother) and her stage manager credits include “A Chorus
Line”, “Mamma Mia” and “Freaky Friday”. Originally from Scotland, she moved
to the States at age 17 and completed a Bachelor’s of Science in Vocal
Performance. When not performing or stage managing, Rachel, also, works as
a dialect coach, helping casts to learn a variety of British accents. She is an
avid gamer, DnD enthusiast and a dedicated mother to her four kitties! She
would like to thank DMYAT for the opportunity to be a part of a unique socially
distanced theatre experience and for the chance to be on an amazing
production team with her nerdy friends.



MEREDITH  TOEBBEN (Sound Designer/Composer) made her composition
debut with Adolescent Anarchy’s Lord of the Flies in 2013. She has since
composed music for many productions including The Boxcar Children, A Little
House Christmas, Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery, and Ramona
Quimby, all at the Playhouse. She received a 2017 Special Achievement Cloris
Award for her compositions for Ramona Quimby. She also co-wrote a musical
entitled Lost & Found which premiered in Lincoln, NE in April 2018. Meredith is a
graduate of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln where she majored in music
education and composition, and is currently teaching elementary music in
Bellevue, Nebraska.

We extend our warmest thanks to the following people who
have made financial and significant in-kind donations to Des
Moines Young Artists' Theatre. We cannot succeed without their
help. To consider making a tax-deductible gift to our nonprofit
organization, we invite you to visit www.dmyat.org for more
information. 

This list includes the most recent gifts made by our many
generous supporters between January 2020 and April 1, 2021. 
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